
VOL. XXXVIII, NUMBER 5 

SEPTEMBER 2012 

 

American Helvetia 

Philatelic Society 

 

   

Swiss Money Orders via Telegrams 
by Harlan F. Stone, CPhH 

In my earlier description of Switzerland’s money order system during 1862-1905 (Tell, March 2010, 

pp. 16-19), I mentioned briefly that telegraph as well as post offices could forward orders to their destina-

tions. After recently acquiring the money order form in Figure 3, I realized there was much more to say 

about the system and the role of the telegraph offices. Deeper study of the literature has led to this second 

article to clarify and expand on the first one.  

When the Postal Department 

introduced its domestic money order 

service on July 1, 1862, it sent the 

money through the mails from the 

sender’s to the recipient’s post office, 

using special non-denominated enve-

lopes. At first the money went by 

parcel post (see my earlier article), 

then starting on October 1, 1865, by 

letter post. With the issue of special 

money order forms to replace the en-

velopes on July 1, 1867, it began to 

dispatch only an order form through 

the mails from the sender’s to the 

recipient’s post office. 

Instructions in French, Ger-

man and Italian were printed on the 

back of the order forms (Figure 1). 

They state that the ordered money will be given to 

the recipient only for a receipt that he must sign on 

line “a” at the bottom right of the form’s back on the 

date of payment. Completion of the payment must be 

no later than the 10th of the month following the 

month of the order. In the circular spot at the bottom 

left, the paying office shall apply its  office datestamp  

 
Fig. 1. Back of 1867 form with instructions on its use in French, German and 
Italian. 
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Expect your November TELL during the third 

week of November.  Elsa and I are extending 

our visit to NABA in Stans by Road Scholar 

trips both before and after NABA.  We return 

home October 28, and I will get TELL into your 

mailboxes as soon as possible after that. – Ed. 
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on the day it completes the payment. 

After the payment deadline passes, 

the money will no longer be paid but 

returned to the sender at his post 

office.  

Later forms starting in 1869 

also included a left-hand coupon on 

which the sender’s post office entered 

the order’s delivery destination, the 

amount of ordered money, the send-

er’s name and address, and its own 

dispatching postmark. The form au-

thorized the destination post office to 

give the money to the recipient from 

the cash it kept on hand. The desti-

nation post office normally gave the 

coupon to the recipient and sent the 

form to the postal district headquar-

ters designated by a Roman numeral 

handstamp (there were 11) for its 

records. This headquarters was the one responsible for overseeing the accounting of the sender’s post office. 

When a sender wanted a telegraph office to handle his money order, first a postal clerk had to com-

plete both a postal money order form 

and a telegram form, list the order in 

a registry, and give the sender a re-

ceipt for the money he handed over 

(Figure 2).    (continued on page 15)  

 
Fig. 2. A standard receipt form for a postal money order (mandat entry at left 
center) shows that a sender gave the post office at Cressier sur Morat 10fr for 
an order it sent on Dec.10,1902, to Fribourg for payment there.  

 
Fig. 3. Money order form handled by telegraph office instead of post office, with 
25c stamp on left-hand coupon showing payment of fee for postal employee to 
take the order to a telegraph office at another location. The 30c imprinted stamp 
and 20c adhesive stamp paid the 50c fee for a 300fr order at Basel in Postal 
District V on August 9, 1879, for payment in Interlaken.  

Would you like your 

TELL 3-hole punched?  

For years, we have dutifully had 

our TELLs punched so they could 

be stored in a 3-ring binder.  No-

body said anything; I was more 

than half convinced that no one 

cared.  Neither our March nor our 

May TELL was punched, and now 

I learn that some people do want it 

punched.  If you tell Dick Hall you 

would like your TELL punched, he 

will code your mailing label, and I 

will happily punch yours. – Ed. 

 

 

Swiss Postal Stationery Collectors Society 
 

 

Inquiries or Membership:  

    Albrik J. Wiederkehr, Rue du Carroz 5, CH-1278 La Rippe 
    E-mail: albrikwi@bluewin.ch 
Website: http://www.ganzsachen.ch 
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Ed Duliba, new AHPS 

Auction Director 
 We are delighted to announce that our new 

Auction Manager is Edward P. (Ed) Duliba.  His 

contact information: 

3591 County Road 44, Apt. 14 

Ada, OH  45810 

Phone: 814-723-9342 

Email: eduliba@netzero.net 

 If you would like to consign items for our 

next auction, contact Ed to learn his schedule. 

 We welcome Ed, and are grateful to Gordon 

Trotter for his years as Auction Director.  Many 

thanks to both of you! 

 

Welcome to the Pacific 

NW Chapter of AHPS! 
Our Pacific Northwest members – primari-

ly those in the Seattle area – have been meeting 

together for several years, and have now fulfilled 

the requirements to be an official AHPS chapter.  

The Chapter has thirteen members, living in Ore-

gon, Washington, and British Columbia: Cliff Arm-

strong, Chic Bertolacci, Steve Ellis, Fritz Graf, 

Roger Heath, Dan Hicks, Welles Hoffmann, Dana 

Nielsen, Denis Roberts, John Schwenn, George 

Smith, George Struble, and Larry Williams.   

 They meet monthly; one of their projects 

was to study the Zumstein catalog, more or less 

one section per meeting, and share examples, in-

formation, and questions.  Most meetings are in 

the Seattle area, but the group enjoys an annual 

outing to Leavenworth, WA, a sort of Bavarian 

town but with Alphorn performances!   

The Chapter has a logo, which is already on 

shirts, showing William Tell in a familiar pose but 

instead of a crossbow, he holds the Space Needle! 

The Chapter has been active in the devel-

opment of SEAPEX, which is trying to achieve 

WSP status.  They invite AHPS members to exhib-

it at SEAPEX this October 26-28; of 125 frames, 

they would like to have many Swiss-related frames 

to bring attention to AHPS.  Bob Zeigler will be a 

judge this year.  Please contact Chic Bertolacci at 

cbertolacci@comcast.net or 425-821-3090 or Ruth 

Caswell at ruthandlyman@earthlink.net.   

To join them or just for more information, 

contact Dana Nielsen at dananielsen@comcast.net, 

or Dennis Roberts at 4dennisr@wavecable.com. 

Fundraising Kicks Off 

for the AHPS Switzer-

land Literature Collec-

tion at the APRL 
The American Philatelic Research Library 

(“APRL”) is approaching completion of the decade-

long build out of its permanent home in the land-

mark “Match Factory” near downtown Bellefonte, 

PA.   As part of its fundraising effort, the APRL is 

offering naming rights to the different area litera-

ture collections including the Switzerland Litera-

ture Collection. 

At the AHPS Trustees annual meeting at 

Wesptex in April, the trustees agreed to support 

the AHPS’s naming of the APRL’s Switzerland col-

lection with a fundraising appeal to the AHPS 

members.  AHPS sponsorship of the APRL Swit-

zerland collection: 

 Supports the AHPS mission by facilitating the 

retention and distribution of knowledge about 

Swiss philately 

 Provides an opportunity to promote the AHPS 

as one of the leading specialist philatelic socie-

ties in the United States 

 Recognizes that an earlier contribution of the 

former AHPS society library to the APRL cre-

ated the foundation for the APRL’s current 

collection of Swiss-related philatelic literature 

Our fundraising goal for the naming oppor-

tunity is $5,000.   Members of the Board of Trus-

tees – all of them, including the appointed officers 

– have established a matching fund of $2,500 to 

encourage membership donations towards the 

goal.  The first $2,500 of membership donations 

will be matched by the participating trustees 

thereby doubling the value of your contribution.  

In addition, 

donors of the first 

20 donations of 

$100 or more will 

receive a thank you 

gift of the 2012 Pro 

Patria Foundation 

Swiss National Day 

commemorative la-

pel pin of anodized 

aluminum manufactured in Switzerland by Faude 

and Huguenin, assembly Swiss workshops for the 

disabled (shown at right).  The pins celebrate the 

90th anniversary of the Pro Patria Foundation fea-

 
The black background is not 
part of the pin. 

mailto:eduliba@netzero.net
mailto:cbertolacci@comcast.net
mailto:ruthandlyman@earthlink.net
mailto:dananielsen@comcast.net
mailto:4dennisr@wavecable.com
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turing the geographical outline of Switzerland and 

Swiss cross and were designed by the Geneva art-

ist Albert Gilbert. 

Please consider joining this fundraising ef-

fort at whatever level is comfortable for your budg-

et.  Contributions are tax-deductible and checks 

should be made payable to the AHPS and sent to 

our Treasurer at Bruce Marsden – AHPS, 20 

Whitney Road, Short Hills, NJ 07078, USA.  Dona-

tions can also be accepted through Paypal if sent to 

the AHPS Paypal account,  

treasurer@swiss-stamps.org.   

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Swiss Room at the Uni-

versity of Pittsburgh  

The Cathedral of Learning at the Universi-

ty of Pittsburgh has 29 nationality rooms.  Each of 

these rooms is furnished in the style of a different 

country.  Room 321, opened in April 2012, is the 

Swiss Room.  400 donors provided $300,000 to fur-

nish the room; AHPS members Rudy Keller and 

Paul Lienhardt were among the leaders of the pro-

ject. 

Furniture includes four oak tables repre-

senting the four languages/cultures of Switzer-

land.  Paneling is in pine; windows display the 

founding cantons' crests.  Carvings by Richard 

Sink with painting by his mother, Patricia Sink, 

show canton seals on backs of 26 'Stabellen' oak 

chairs.  In the front corner sits a Kacholofen 

with decorative tiles, modeled on a Graf family 

original of Winterthur.  A carved and painted 

grapevine motif frieze shows aspects of early 

agrarian Swiss life.  The lectern features the 

Swiss crest. 

Four display cases in this room honoring 

educators/philosophers Johann Pestalozzi (1746-

1827) and Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778) 

contain historic artifacts plus stamps provided 

by Rudy Keller and Paul Lienhardt, telling sto-

ries of this landlocked country and its democracy 

founded in 1291.  Henry Bouquet, Albert Gal-

latin and Henri Dunant are presently featured. 

All of the Nationality rooms are actively 

used for undergrad and graduate classes.  On 

the first Sunday of December each year all 

rooms are open 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. for view-

ing; narrators provide historical input on pre-

1800 room features of that culture which is part 

of this Pittsburgh region.  Rooms can be viewed 

at other times by arrangement. 

The dedication on April 22 was a grand oc-

casion, complete with alphorns, Bernese dogs, and 

the Swiss-Teutonia Mannerchor singers! 

 

 

 

Due to my advancing years, I am reducing my 

collection to more manageable terms.  I would 

like to offer my Switzerland First Day Covers 

for sale.  In total there are 1100 FD covers, 

from September 1972 to November 2006.  To 

my knowledge this period is complete and in-

cludes a few odds and ends in the stationery 

category.  Please make me an offer.     Ludwig 

Berndt, 6074 N Del Rey Ave., Clovis, CA 93619;  

ludwig_berndt@yahoo.com; 559-299-5842 

BUYING / SELLING 
WORLD COINS 

Specializing in coins and medals of 

SWITZERLAND 
 

U.S. Distributor of 
Modern Schützentaler 

 

Craig Keplinger 
Keplinger World Coins 

P O Box 5123 
CORALVILLE IA 52241 

Website: www.numiswiss.com 
PH: (319)339-9447; FAX: (319)339-9465 

Email: keplingercoins@mchsi.com 

 

 

mailto:treasurer@swiss-stamps.org
mailto:ludwig_berndt@yahoo.com
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Hoof and Mouth Disease Epidemic: Part III 
by Reinhard Stutz 

This article was published in Post & Geschichte, No. 1, March 2011.  It was translated by Robert Wight-
man, and is reprinted here with the gracious permission of Post & Geschichte and the author.  Part I was 
published in the November 2011 issue of TELL, and Part II in the January 2012 issue – and also, thanks to 
your editor’s brain taking a walkabout, in the July TELL (your embarrassed editor apologizes to all of you!).  
Part I recounted some background, and early responses to the epidemic; Part II showed the responses of 
some particular districts and towns.  This part continues the history of particular places. 

 

In Fraubrunnen District 

  In the first phase the District was in the restricted zone. (Der Bund 5.12.1919) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community of Fraubrunnen (Fraubrunnen District), village 172 inhabitants (in 1910) 

  The disease was recorded in Fraubrunnen on March 30, 1920. The local police restricted all cattle-

owners to their homes and stalls. Postman Fritz Thomet was also affected by this measure. The delivery 

service was transferred to Karl Glauser from March 30 to April 21. The messenger service Kernenried – 

Fraubrunnen was replaced with one to Kirchberg Station from March 31 to April 30 and from May 28 to 

August 10. 

 

 
June 8, 1920 Fraubrunnen, Post office from 1844.  Post card 
with hand-stamp “Desinfiziert“.  Further items: April 10, April 22, 
July 1, and July 2, 1920 with temporary date-stamp. The use of 
the temporary date-stamp is not recorded in this period. 

 

 
May 17, 1920  Grafenried / (Bern), Post office from 1871.  Post-
card with hand-stamp “Desinfiziert“.  This is the only item re-
corded to date. 

 

Infections reported in: 

Bätterkinden 
Büren zum Hof 
Etzelkofen 
Fraubrunnen (mail disinfected) 

Grafenried (mail disinfected) 

Jegenstorf (mail disinfected) 

Iffwil 
Limpach 
Moosseedorf 
Mülchi 
Münchenbuchsee* 
Ruppoldsried 
Schalunen 
Utzenstorf 
Zuzwil 
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Community of Grafenried (Fraubrunnen District), vil-

lage 301 inhabitants (in 1910) 

  March 31 to April 6, 1920: Transfer of the post office 

into the station building, and from April 9 to May 6, 1920 into 

the schoolhouse, which was closed to the school children. The 

Postmaster remained in quarantine; his son – without any ex-

perience – took care of the post. From May 18, 1920: only des-

patches with trains 214 and 215. From July 7, 1920 

Grafenried made normal despatches. 

 

Community  of  Jegenstorf  (Fraubrunnen  District),  

village 985 inhabitants (in 1910) 

  The postal route Jegenstorf – Iffwil was suspended 

from March 20 to June 8, 1920. The post office was transferred 

into the schoolhouse from March 21 to May 18 and July 5 to 7, 

1920. The post office was operated by the son of the postmas-

ter. The deliveries were made by two teachers from March 20 

to April 14, 1920. Jegenstorf sent mail bags only by trains 212 

and 213. Incoming deliveries were unchanged. 

  The disease broke out in Jegenstorf on March 20, 1920, 

whereby the stall of the post horses was placed under quaran-

tine on suspicion of infection. Since the son of the person hold-

ing these horses still made the early-morning postal run to 

Iffwil and visited the Iffwil postal agency, the local authorities 

placed the whole family under quarantine. The 

postal agency was moved into the schoolhouse, 

where the office work and part of the deliveries were 

done by the daughter of the postal agent. The local 

authorities hired a private person for 23 days to do 

the remaining work. 

  Because of the disease, the postal route 

Münchenbuchsee - Etzelkofen had to be suspended 

from May 27 to August 4, 1920 and diverted to 

Jegenstorf from May 25 to June 6, 1920. The postal 

agency at Zuzwil was instructed to collect its mail at 

the Jegenstorf Community boundary from June 7 to 

21. From June 29 to August 4, 1920 the Zuzwil 

postal agency then sent a daily messenger to Münchenbuchsee. From August 4, 1920, the postal route 

Münchenbuchsee – Etzelkofen could operate again. 

 

Community of Münchenbuchsee (Fraubrunnen District), village 1312 inhabitants (in 1910) 

  No outbreaks of the disease are recorded in the Community of Münchenbuchsee. 

 
June 26, 1920 Münchenbuchsee / (Bern). Post office since 
1832.  View-card with handstamp “Desinfiziert“ in violet. It is 
assumed that the mail originated in or near Zuzwil. A further 
postcard is recorded from June 8, 1920 (sender in Hofwil) and 
a newspaper wrapper from July 19, 1920. 

 

 
April 3, 1920 Jegensdorf / (Bern), Post office from 1832.  Post-
card with handstamp “Desinfiziert“, confirmed also in manu-
script.  Further items recorded: post cards April 14, June 8, 
July 12, letter April 26, 1920. 

 

 
Postal service in infected area.  1938 Canton 
Thurgau

5
.  Infected farm on a through road.  Bar-

rier parallel to the house front at a distance of 
about 1½ m. 
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  According to the circular of the KPD in Berne of June 

7, 1920: 

The postal route Münchenbuchsee – Etzelkofen is 

suspended (Note: Zuzwil, Iffwil and Etzelkofen were 

infected). Zuzwil is to send a messenger to 

Münchenbuchsee. The postal route Münchenbuch-

see – Wengi operates normally (Note: outbreaks of 

the disease in Dieterswil, Rapperswil and Wengi 

first occurred in August 1920). 

 

In Laupen District 

  In the first phase, the Laupen District was in the re-

stricted zone. The deliveries in Wileroltigen were made by 

private persons. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community of Wileroltigen (Laupen District), village 241 inhabitants (in 1910) 

  After the outbreak of the disease in the village of Wileroltigen in May 1920 the authorities in Lau-

pen ordered that the postman from Wileroltigen should no longer serve the locality Golaten in order to 

avoid the risk of spreading the infection. As a result, the teacher Dietrich made the deliveries in Golaten 

from May 27 to August 8, 1920 and demanded payment of Fr. 444.- for this work.  

  May 26 to July 15, 1920: reloca-

tion of the postal agency. The Postal 

Agent Baumann in Wileroltigen was 

compelled to let his son take care of the 

postal business in a different house for 

51 days. The mail bags were taken from 

the station to the Community boundary 

by Ms. Galli from June 4 to July 17, 

1920. The mailbags were exchanged only 

with train 1843; on Saturdays also with 

train 337. From May 26 to July 18, the 

exchange of mailbags with train 337 was 

suspended. 

 

 

 
June 14, 1920  Wileroltigen / (Bern). Post office from 1846.  Letter to Aarberg 
with hand-stamp “Desinfiziert“.  This is the only item recorded to date. 

 

 

Infections reported in: 

Ferenbalm 
Frauenkappelen 
Gurbrü 
Mühleberg 
Niederwangen 
Gümmenen Dorf 
Riedbach 

Wileroltigen (mail disinf.) 

 
Postal service in infected area, 1938 Canton 
Thurgau.

5
  Farm near a field road.  A simple bell 

is hanging on the tree. 
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 The affected districts in the centre of Canton Berne, for which there is as yet no evidence of disin-

fected items of mail: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing remarks and request for notification of further material 

 The files surviving in the KPD archives relate primarily to those cases in which the payment of costs 

was disputed or had to be clarified. Only in exceptional cases did the Postal Administration absorb a part of 

the additional costs arising in relation to the postal services. 

 It is important for further research that items not yet reported be included. The current status does 

not claim to be complete. It is to be assumed that evidence of disinfection at further post offices will appear. 

Post & Geschichte will provide information on new discoveries. Please send information as to as yet unre-

corded items, with coloured copies, to Christian Geissmann, Post & Geschichte GmbH, Postfach 56, CH 

5612 Villmergen, Switzerland. 

 

Sources: 

 Historical Archive and Library PTT in Berne. Files of the Kreispost-direktion Bern. 

 Der Bund, Bernese daily newspaper, years 1919 to 1921. Zentral-bibliothek Zürich. 

 Karl Gebert, Poststellenchronik Schweiz, (Edition as of June 1, 2010) 

 P. Guinand, Aushilfsstempel, (1990) 

 Reinhard Stutz, “SWISS ‘Desinfiziert’ HANDSTAMPS & LABELS, 1919-1921” in DISINFECTION & 

QUARANTINE “Pratique” Volume XXXI, (2006), Number 3 (Pages 24-35). 

1. Arthur Jacot, Postverwalter, Schweizerische Verkehrs-Karte mit Orts-Lexikon, Jubiläums-Ausgabe 

(1926). 

2. “Vom Pestvogel zur Maul- und Klauenseuche”, BBZ Nr. 3/2000 

3. K. F. Meyer, M. D., DISINFECTED MAIL, (USA) 1962. 

4. From the collection of V. D. Vandervelde. 

5. “Postdienst im Seuchengebiet”, Postzeitschrift 2 / 1938. 

 

 

ERLACH District: 

Bellmund 
Brügg 
Brüttelen 
Bühl 
Ins 
Nidau 
Schwadernau 
Siselen 
Treiten 
Walperswil 
 

BERN District: 

Bümpliz 
Kirchlindach 
Murzelen 
Ortschwaben 
Säriswil 
Stuckishaus 
Uettligen 
Zollikofen 

WANGEN District: 
Heimenhausen 
Herzogenbuchsee 
Inkwil 
Niederbipp 
Oberbipp 
Röthenbach 
Seeberg 
Wangenried 
Wiedlisbach 

TRACHSELWALD District: 

Huttwil 

AARWANGEN District: 

Aarwangen 
Bützberg 
Gondiswil 
Rütschelen 

Canton Solothurn: places in the border 
regions mentioned because of mail de-
livery from Berne. 

Aeschi-Burg 
Aetingen 
Lohn-Lüterkofen 
Lüterswil 
Messen 

You can fool all of the people some of the time; you can fool some of the 
people all of the time; and that should be sufficient for most purposes. 
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Matterhorn Meanderings 
by Richard T. Hall 

Lots of topics to cover this month.  First, have you always wanted a copy of the classic book on early 

Swiss philately, Les Timbres-Poste Suisses 1843-1862, by Mirabaud and de Reuterskiold?  Well, here’s your 

opportunity to obtain a copy for free.  It’s available for downloading at this web address: 

http://archive.org/details/lestimbrespostes00mira 

While you’re at the site you might want 

to see what else is available for download that 

might interest you. 

Next, member Fritz Graf has updated his 

listing of letter-rate postage to include the latest 

changes.  Fritz is happy to send you an electronic 

copy.  You can contact him at: 

fritz_graf@gmx.net.  Thanks, Fritz for making 

this available. 

Two new books have come across my 

desk.  The first of these will be a great help to 

machine cancel collectors – Catalogo rapido by 

Roberto Di Casola.  If you’ve ever tried to find a 

particular machine cancel in Giovanni 

Balimann’s machine cancel catalog, you know 

how hard it can be to leaf through the volumes of 

that comprehensive work.  What Di Casola has 

done is extract the illustrations of the flags (slo-

gans) and condensed them down to an easy to 

search through single volume.  A page from his 

compilation is shown on the next page.  Availa-

ble as loose-leaf pages, the work is inexpensive, 

Fr 25.  My copy cost $35 including postage.  If 

you’re interested, drop me a line and I will give 

you Di Casola’s contact information. 

The second book is by Giovanni 

Balimann and is a comprehensive history of the 

Swiss postal bus system – Die Automobil-

postbüros der Schweizer PTT 1937 bis 2003.  

This 590-page, lavishly illustrated in color, soft-

bound book details every aspect of the postal 

buses.  The chapters are: History of the Postal 

Bus, Description of the Equipment, Cancels, Postal Stationery and 

Postage Stamps for the Postal Bus, Etiquettes, Numbering of the 

Cancels, Miscellaneous, Milestones in the History of the Postal Bus, 

Literature, and an Index of the Cancels.  I can’t think of any aspect of 

the postal buses that Herr Balimann hasn’t covered.  Copies cost 

around $100 postpaid to the US, depending on the exchange rate.  If 

you’re interested in a copy, you can contact Herr Balimann at  m-

handbuch@bluewin.ch. 

I was amused by the Zürich stamp of the Cities of Switzerland 

set issued on September 6.  The last time we were in Zürich we stayed 

at a hotel next to the funicular up to the Federal Institute of Technol-

ogy.  The view from our window was almost identical to the view 

shown on the stamp.  What a lively location! 

 
Cover of the Balimann book on the Swiss postal buses (reduced, 
actual size 8¼ x 11¾ inches) 

 
The "Zürich" value of the Cities of Swit-
zerland set issued on September 6, 2012 

mailto:fritz_graf@gmx.net
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Sample page from the Di Casola book on machine cancels (enlarged, actual size 5¾ x 8¼ inches) 
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Here’s this month’s list of post office changes: 

1.  On June 14, 2012, the post office at 8280 Kreuzlingen 3 Kurzrickenbach (cantonThurgau) closed and re-

opened on June 16, 2012 as 8280 Kreuzlingen 3 Ziil 

2.  On June 15, 2012, the following post offices were closed: 

8598 Bottighofen (canton Thurgau) [assumed by 8280 Kreuzlingen]  

 [K-cancel 1391 was last used on that date] 

4532 Feldbrunnen (canton Solothurn) [assumed by 4500 Solothurn]   

 [K-cancel 1298 was last used on that date] 

3.  On June 16, 2012, the post office at 6518 Gorduno (canton Ticino) was closed [assumed by Arbedo]  

 [K-cancel 935 was last used on that date] 

4.  On June 23, 2012, the post office at 7532 Tschierv (canton Graubünden) was closed  

 [assumed by 7536 Sta. Maria Val Müstair] [K-cancel 1174 was last used on that date] 

5.  On June 27, 2012, the post office at 8606 Nänikon (canton Zürich) was closed  

 [assumed by 8606 Nänikon] 

6.  On June 29, 2012, the post office at 2063 Villars (canton Neuchätel) was closed  

 [assumed by 2053 Cernier] 

7.  On June 30, 2012, the post office at 6917 Barbengo (canton Ticino) was closed  

 [assumed by 6915 Pambio-Noranco] 

8.  On July 7, 2012, the post office at 3072 Ostermundigen 2 Unterdorf (canton Bern) was closed  

 [assumed by 3072 Ostermundigen] 

9.  On July 14, 2012, the post office at 2103 Noiraigue (canton Neuchâtel) was closed [assumed by 2108 Couvent] 

[K-cancel 415a was last used on that date] 

10.  On July 17, 2012, the post office at 1131 Tolochenaz (canton Vaud) was closed [assumed by 1110 Morges 1] 

11.  On July 21, 2012, the post office at 9246 

Niederbüren (canton St. Gallen) was closed  

 [assumed by 9240 Uzwil] [K-cancel 1079 was 

last used on that date] 

12.  On July 28, 2012, the post office at 6968 Sonvico 

(canton Ticino) was closed [assumed by 6963 

Pregassona] [K-cancel 144a was last used on 

that date] 

13.  On August 10, 2012, the post office at 4116 

Metzerlen (canton Solothurn) was closed  

 [assumed by 4116 Metzerlen] 

 

That’s it for this installment. 

 

 

  I. G. STAMPS   SWITZERLAND 
  Please visit my Web site: http:www.igstamps.com 
 Over 6000 offers of Swiss stamps and Postal history. 

 Each item has a brief description and picture. 

 You can search for your particular collecting interest. 

 As not all my stock will be listed I welcome your wants list. 

 Those members who do not have a computer please contact me.  I will send you a 
printed copy of your collecting interests. 

Ian Gilchrist, I. G. Stamps, PO Box 15, Harrogate HG11 1SL, England 

E Mail admin@igstamps.com 

 

The March special issue of TELL earned a ver-

meil award at NAPEX in Washington, DC in 

the Literature – Special Studies class.  There 

was only one gold award given in that class.  

Congratulations again to Dick and Ernie for 

their superb article! 

If you or one of your friends would like another 

copy of the special March issue of TELL, 

send $20 to Dick Hall (see page 14 for his ad-

dress).  The purchase includes a coupon for $10 

toward the cost of 2012 AHPS membership.  Or 

even better, just join AHPS at the regular rate 

and get all previous 2012 TELL issues! 
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The Blue Icarus: The Types of the  

1936 65c Air Mail Stamp (Zumstein F10z) 
by Richard T. Hall 

The response to my question in my Meanderings column in the July TELL from Tom Scammell 

about the 65c Icarus airmail stamp has been very gratifying.  It’s nice to see the spirit of knowledge shar-

ing amongst our members.  Many wrote in with similar tales of difficulty in finding the Die II stamps.  But 

two responses came in that either shed light on the subject or further confuse it.  I’ll let you decide. 

The first response came from Werner Gattiker.  I quote from his e-mail: 

“In response to Tom Scammell’s query regarding the two dies or “BPs” on Airmail 10z, I 

must admit that I, too, find Die I far more often than Die II . But Die II does undoubtedly exist. In 

1979 Zumstein published a study by Peter Sager entitled “Der Blaue Ikarus” (I believe this is still 

on sale today at Zumstein’s) in which the author tabulates the various printings, including the 

even more interesting 10c overprints (Z. 22). This tabulation shows basic printings of 312,500 from 

Die I and 187,500 from Die II. Somewhat more interesting for our current problem, he confirms 

the most reliable distinguishing marks between the two dies, based on original studies by G. 

Torelli, as clearly stated in TELL of July 2012. The two different wordings, one taken from Heinz 

Katcher’s Amateur Collector Catalogue, the other from Zumstein’s Specialized Catalog really state 

the same facts. However, what neither catalogue mentions are the following finer points: 

“1. In Die I the continuation of the top shading line in the “E” underneath the crossbar of 

the letter “T” manifests itself in 17 of 25 stamps as two dashes or dots either side of the “T” 

downstoke as shown in the illustration, but eight of the 25 stamps in the pane show only one dash, 

always on the right of the downstroke of the “T”. 

“2. In Die II stamps that have been heavily inked, a dot can appear beneath the “T”, simi-

lar to Die I stamps, but the 7 instead of 8 lines inside the “V” should make it clear that such 

stamps are still from Die II. 

“3. The registration of the two colours (pale blue underprint and deeper blue figure and let-

tering) in these stamps is often poor, resulting in many stamps with a marked shift (up or down, 

left or right) between the two colours. When in Die I stamps the underprint is shifted upwards, 

the two (or one) dashes beneath the “T” crossbar can disappear into the deeper colour of the cross-

bar, but in such cases the 8 lines inside the “V” will be clearly visible, while on the other hand 

with a downward shift of the pale blue underprint, the eighth and lowest of the shading lines in-

side the “V” can disappear into the bottom of the “V” itself , leaving only 7 shading lines visible – 

but the dashes under the “T” crossbar should then be clearly visible. 

“4. In general, Die I stamps show finer, thinner lines than stamps from Die II, but under-

inking or over-inking can blur this relatively slight distinction. This refers to both the light blue 

(underprint) and deep blue colours.  It should also be mentioned, that there is no crossover be-

tween Die I and Die II underprint and main colour plates: Die I underprints only exist with Die I 

deep blue, and Die II underprints only exist with Die II deep blue. “ 

 

The other response came from Dick Blaney and I quote from his e-mail: 

“In reference to your Matterhorn Meanderings column on the July 2012 issue of TELL on 

the two dies of the Zumstein’s No. 10z the 65 centimes Icarus in Flight issue, I can confirm that 

there are not only the two dies as illustrated in the article and catalogues but that there are three 

dies or types. 

“Some years ago (I do not have the issue or date) Linn’s had a weekly “Die varieties” fea-

ture that I used to clip and save in my reference file.  The one shown illustrates three types. 

“I started to collect these varieties and made pages for them.  There are some that I am 

still missing as I went on to other interests.  What is interesting, however, is that the die varieties 

only occur on the grilled gum stamps and not on the stamps printed on plain smooth paper. 
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“The three types also occur on the 10 centimes overprinted issue Zumstein 22.  Now the 

fun begins as there were two dies used for the overprint, one with the lines and figure think and 

one thin.  These are also illustrated in Zumstein’s Specialized Catalogue. 

“Also found is a variety with a single dot/dash under the “T” on Z22z.  I have two copies, 

one is a mint Type I thin overprint and the other is and the other is a used Type III thick over-

print so I one can presume that it also occurs on the Type II. 

“There is also the pale blue (Z10zaI) color variety, and plate-flaws.  

“This make for a nice little collecting interest.   

  Z10   (plain paper)       1 

  Z10z (grilled gum) types I, II, III     3 

  Z22z (grilled gum) thick overprint, types I, II, III   3 

  Z22z        “              thin overprint, types I, II, III   3 

  Z22z        “        single dot/dash under “T”   6   

  Total            16 stamps 

“Now I collect both mint and used so double that to 32 stamps not counting the color varie-

ty and plate-flaws.  

“Lastly, I just noticed that in an old 1989 Amateur Catalog there is listed a variety on Z22 

called “Engraver’s Mark”.  I have no idea what it looks like but would love to see an example or 

sketch of it so I can look for a copy.” 

 

Here is the illustra-

tion from Linn’s: 

So there you have it.  

According to Werner there 

are two subtypes of Die I and 

according to Dick there are 

two subtypes of Die II.  I don’t 

know if this has clarified the 

issue or muddied it but obvi-

ously there’s a lot to look for 

in this interesting issue.  The 

book “Der blaue Ikarus” is 

available from Zumstein for 

CHF 25.00. 

Thanks to all who re-

sponded.  Your willingness to 

share your knowledge or experience makes me proud to be a member of a society such as ours. 
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Swiss Money Orders via Telegrams 
(continued from page 2)  The postal clerk marked the postal form with a “T” for telegraph and sent it com-

plete with its coupon directly to the responsible district headquarters. Finally the sender took the telegram 

form to the telegraph office and paid the charge for a telegram. This was the procedure when the telegraph 

and post offices were in the same building.  

When the two offices were in 

separate buildings, however, the 

sender had to pay a 25-centime fee for 

a postal employee to take his tele-

graphic order form to the telegraph 

office. This explains the presence of 

the 25c stamp attached to the coupon 

portion of the form in Figure 3. Exam-

ples are very scarce.  

When a telegrammed order ar-

rived at the recipient’s location, a 

clerk in the receiving telegraph office 

prepared two (doppel) copies of a re-

ceipt (Figure 4), one for the recipient 

of the money to sign, the second for 

the dispatching telegraph office as a 

record that its order had arrived.  

A postal money order form 

with the coupon still attached shows that a telegraph office handled the money order or that a destination 

post office was unable to complete the order.  
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New Members 
 New since our last report of January 2012: 

Peter Bertschinger  John D. Lambert 

Switzerland  Wales 

Christian Geissmann  Mrs. Wendy Lamble 

Switzerland  Devon, England 

Andrew King  Felix Lutz 

Pennsylvania  Canada 

Lawrence K. Oliver  Mark S. Spangler 

North Carolina  Rhode Island 

Joanne M. Paprock  Peter C. Tucker 

New York  Georgia 

David J. Rockefeller  Frank Vignola 

New York  Oregon 

John Schwenn   

Washington   

 
Fig. 4. One of two (doppel at top) copies of a receipt for a money order telegram 
for Fr. 60 that Lyss received from Burgdorf on Mar.3,1886. The recipient of the 
money in Lyss dated and signed the receipt on the back.  
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